Abstract: Urban expansion is the outcome of intensive human activity within a certain natural environment and may cause ecological and environmental problems, especially on small islands where land is a scarce resource. Praia is the capital city of Cape Verde, located on such an island. Understanding urban expansion will provide good knowledge for urban planning and policy making in balancing urban economic development and natural resource protection. According to available data, the urban expansion in Praia between 1969 and 2015 is observed in four phases (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010, and 2010-2015). In order to integrate various data sources, this study applies an available method to coordinate and calibrate map data with different scales and forms into a consistent dataset and then introduces some improvements in the delineation of urban areas. With this data, the driving forces in each phase are explored using regression analysis, by which the main urban expansion processes are presented. We found a decrease in annual growth rate (AGR) of urban expansion after the year 2003 and a parallel stabilization of urban utilization density (UD) and land consumption per capita (LCR). This study also indicates that population is not always the persistent driving factor for urban expansion and the majority of horizontal expansion has occurred in zones with less infrastructure.
Introduction
In the near future, urban population growth in developing countries will be 16 times that of developed countries [1, 2] , especially in Africa and Asia [3] . By 2030, the population of cities in developing countries (i.e., >100,000 inhabitants) may double, while their built-up areas will triple due to a decrease in population density [1] . In addition, such demographic pressure may promote rapid urban expansion and cause irreversible implications for the soil and land use, compromising areas for recreation, food production, renewable energy, and resource extraction [4] . In many cases, urban expansion has been unsustainable (e.g., landscape fragmentation, deforestation), especially when it is dispersed [5] , causing high soil consumption, soil sealing, increases in the cost and need for infrastructure [6] , and impoverishment of the urban fringe [7] . The situation worsens when planning, control, and fiscal resources are limited [8] .
In small island developing states (SIDS), about 59% of the population lives in urban settlements [9] ; in some countries (e.g., Singapore, Nauru), the rate is 100%. Their small size creates intense competition to it. For larger scales, building footprints and roads are well detailed. Therefore, in order to capture more detail, less generalization and more adjustments are necessary for urban area delineation.
The main objective of this paper is to delineate, map, and analyze the dynamics of urban expansion in the city of Praia between 1969 and 2015 using vector data, and then explore which factors may have contributed to such expansion in each period (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010, and 2010-2015) using Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression. We also introduce some improvements in the delineation of urban areas at large scales, using vector data. The main approach in this delineation is to include roads with certain conditions as a part of built-up areas, using GIS techniques.
The rest of the paper is organized as follows, Section 2 describes the city of Praia (Section 2.1), cartography and alphanumeric data preparation (Section 2.2), delineation of urban areas and mapping urban expansion (Section 2.3), selection of driving forces of urban expansion (Section 2.4), and OLS regression requirements (Section 2.5). Section 3 presents the results of urban expansion and historic driving forces of urban expansion in Praia city. Finally, Section 4 discusses the results obtained, and Section 5 gives the conclusion of this research.
Study Area, Materials and Methods

Study Area: The Praia City
The 10 islands of Cape Verde are located on the West African Coast, 450 km from Senegal ( Figure 1 ). The island of Santiago has only 24.5% of the national territory and is home to 56% of the entire population, with nine of the 24 Cape Verdean cities, including the capital city of Praia. Praia is the main economic and political center of Cape Verde, located on the southeasternmost end of the Santiago Island. The mean elevation is 71 m and the slope is 7 degrees. The main objective of this paper is to delineate, map, and analyze the dynamics of urban expansion in the city of Praia between 1969 and 2015 using vector data, and then explore which factors may have contributed to such expansion in each period (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010, and 2010-2015) using Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression. We also introduce some improvements in the delineation of urban areas at large scales, using vector data. The main approach in this delineation is to include roads with certain conditions as a part of built-up areas, using GIS techniques.
Study Area, Materials and Methods
Study Area: The Praia City
The 10 islands of Cape Verde are located on the West African Coast, 450 km from Senegal ( Figure 1 ). The island of Santiago has only 24.5% of the national territory and is home to 56% of the entire population, with nine of the 24 Cape Verdean cities, including the capital city of Praia. Praia is the main economic and political center of Cape Verde, located on the southeasternmost end of the Santiago Island. The mean elevation is 71 meters and the slope is 7 degrees. The city of Praia is the most problematic in Cape Verde in terms of territory management [36] . In 2010, it had 26% of the Cape Verdean population, 42% of Cape Verde's urban population, and 76.7% of Santiago Island's population-all this in only 0.25% of the national territory [37] . Moreover, only 20% of the buildings have received formal planning approval and half of the housings have only one floor. The city of Praia is also dominated by informal and spontaneous construction [13] .
The Praia municipality earns 39% of the Cape Verdean Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 74% of Santiago Island's GDP [38] . The population of Praia has increased rapidly over the last few decades (3% annually) [13] , starting from 38,564 in 1980 to 94,048 in 2000, and about 145,290 for the year 2015. The reason for this fast population growth is internal migration (from other islands and Santiago's municipalities) and migration from other African countries [39] , especially by young people and adults. One draw is the presence of more employment opportunities, which have been generated as a result of foreign and domestic investment.
The extent of the study area is 33.2 km 2 and includes 42 zones, mostly residential.
Materials and Methods
Cartographic Data
The delineation of urban areas requires only two datasets: the building footprints and the roads, in polygon format. Vector data that represent all the human structures of the city of Praia, including building footprints and roads, were used for the years 1993, 2003, and 2010. For the year 1969, we used topographic maps to obtain such data (Figure 2a ). The said data were acquired from INGT.
Firstly, we pre-processed the data to arrive at the building footprints and roads for each period of analysis (1969, 1993, 2003, 2010, and 2015) (Figure 2a ). For the years 1993, 2003, and 2010, we exported the building footprints and road layers and converted them to polygon format. For 1969, historic datasets were not available in digital format. Therefore, we georeferenced national topographic maps of Praia (1969) and then overlaid and digitized the building footprints and roads backwards in time, starting from the base layer of 1993. The city of Praia is the most problematic in Cape Verde in terms of territory management [36] . In 2010, it had 26% of the Cape Verdean population, 42% of Cape Verde's urban population, and 76.7% of Santiago Island's population-all this in only 0.25% of the national territory [37] . Moreover, only 20% of the buildings have received formal planning approval and half of the housings have only one floor. The city of Praia is also dominated by informal and spontaneous construction [13] .
Materials and Methods
Cartographic Data
The delineation of urban areas requires only two datasets: the building footprints and the roads, in polygon format. Vector data that represent all the human structures of the city of Praia, including building footprints and roads, were used for the years 1993, 2003, and 2010. For the year 1969, we used topographic maps to obtain such data ( Figure 1a) . The said data were acquired from INGT.
Firstly, we pre-processed the data to arrive at the building footprints and roads for each period of analysis (1969, 1993, 2003, 2010, and 2015) (Figure 2a ). For the years 1993, 2003, and 2010, we exported the building footprints and road layers and converted them to polygon format. For 1969, historic datasets were not available in digital format. Therefore, we georeferenced national topographic maps of Praia (1969) and then overlaid and digitized the building footprints and roads backwards in time, starting from the base layer of 1993. We used El-Shayal Smart GIS software [40] to get high-resolution Google Earth images, taken in December 2015. By overlaying the 2010 building footprints and roads, we manually digitized forward in time, and, as a result, obtained the building footprints and roads for 2015. Both methodologies used to obtain building footprints and roads are conservative in that they allow us to preserve the scale and accuracy of the data. However, this process creates some imprecision and error in the results.
The width of roads for the year 1969 was optimized by manually digitizing all the roads centerline using the base national topographic maps and delineated a three-meter buffer for each side of the main roads, and a two-meter buffer for secondary roads, according to the exploratory datasets analysis and historic literature review. To explore the driving forces, the independent variables shown in Table 1 were used. These data and their calculations are presented in Appendix A (Table A1) . The absolute difference between the population for each zone from time i to time i − 1.
Road density x x x x Area of zonal roads per total area of zone (Appendix A).
Age of zones
The difference in year between the year of analysis and the estimated date that the zone emerged + .
Distance to center x x x x Euclidian distance between the centroid of changed urban areas for each zone in time i and the centroid to the historic center (Platô).
Distance to coast x x x x Euclidian distance between the centroid of changed urban areas for each zone in time i and the coastal line.
Distance to arterial road
Euclidian distance between the centroid of changed urban areas for each zone in time i and the arterial road (arterial roads do not include roads that give access for the zones).
Distance to industrial zones x x x x Euclidean distance between the centroid of changed urban patches to the closest industrial zone.
Distance to urban perimeter x x Euclidean distance between the centroid of changed urban patches to the urban perimeter boundary for the interior.
Distance to university x x Euclidian distance between the centroid of changed urban patches for each zone in time i and the closest university.
Mean elevation x x x x Mean elevation of the changed urban patches for each zone in time i.
Mean slope x x x x Mean slope of the changed urban patches for each zone in time i. Number of the main public infrastructure that require daily commuting and security to the population (schools, universities, police station, main states institutions, hospitals and health centers).
Industrial zone x x x x Dummy variable (0, 1), 1 for zones that have industrial areas, 0 otherwise.
The amount of land available in hectares for urban expansion. Geophysical barriers were removed from areas where we have no built-up areas in each zone (Appendix A). We used the Praia PDM projected population for the year 2020 to estimate the population for the year 2015, also using the AGR. Notably, one limitation that was identified in the projected data was that they assumed linear population growth for all the zones with an AGR of 3%. Therefore, for zones with a decreasing population, it is not recommendable to use the linear projection method [42] . For example, Platô, which has always recorded a decreasing population, showed an increase in such projection data. In order to solve this problem, one modification was made. We applied the geometrical method, using the same data, to project the population for 2020 for zones that have a decrease in population over time. The population for the year 2025 was also projected.
Delineation of Urban Areas and Mapping Urban Expansion
According to our definition, urban areas include building footprints, roads within 20 m of such buildings, and all the vacant land located between the roads and building footprints within a 20-m distance. The aggregation of such data is based on a GIS algorithm, using aggregation distance. In this research, the aggregation distance was 20 m, implemented in aggregate polygons tools in ArcGIS software. The input data for this procedure should only be one dataset, thereby merging roads and building footprints (Figure 2b We used the Praia PDM projected population for the year 2020 to estimate the population for the year 2015, also using the AGR. Notably, one limitation that was identified in the projected data was that they assumed linear population growth for all the zones with an AGR of 3%. Therefore, for zones with a decreasing population, it is not recommendable to use the linear projection method [42] . For example, Platô, which has always recorded a decreasing population, showed an increase in such projection data. In order to solve this problem, one modification was made. We applied the geometrical method, using the same data, to project the population for 2020 for zones that have a decrease in population over time. The population for the year 2025 was also projected.
According to our definition, urban areas include building footprints, roads within 20 meters of such buildings, and all the vacant land located between the roads and building footprints within a 20-meter distance. The aggregation of such data is based on a GIS algorithm, using aggregation distance. In this research, the aggregation distance was 20 meters, implemented in aggregate polygons tools in ArcGIS software. The input data for this procedure should only be one dataset, thereby merging roads and building footprints ( Figure 2b ).
To include only the roads within a 20-meter distance of the building footprints, a shapefile fishnet of 20 meters by 20 meters was created and then intersected with the roads for each year. The results are the same as road input, but split into small sections. This technique allows us to select by location only the parts of roads within a certain distance of building footprints ( Figure 3a) .
Proceeding in this away, we delineated, mapped, and quantified the urban expansion of the city of Praia from 1969 to 2015 by overlapping the different time-series urban patches and calculating the corresponding areas in a GIS environment. Subsequently, we calculated the built-up areas within each zone of Praia, applying intersection operation. Thereafter, we calculated the land consumption per capita (LCR) [16] and utilization density of urban areas (UD) [6] . Proceeding in this away, we delineated, mapped, and quantified the urban expansion of the city of Praia from 1969 to 2015 by overlapping the different time-series urban patches and calculating the corresponding areas in a GIS environment. Subsequently, we calculated the built-up areas within each zone of Praia, applying intersection operation. Thereafter, we calculated the land consumption per capita (LCR) [16] and utilization density of urban areas (UD) [6] .
Urban Expansion and Its Candidate Driving Forces
Besides population, other factors may influence urban expansion [43, 44] , influencing in different manners for each period [15] . The candidate driving forces shown in Table 1 were chosen by analyzing historical documents for Praia city and the literature (i.e., [45, 46] ). Using OLS regression, we explored the relationship between the built-up area (changed urban area from one period to another) and such candidates' explanatory variables. Independent variables were calculated based on patches of changed urban areas in each zone and for each year separately, but not for accumulative urban patches. This was done in order to reduce the subjectivity of Euclidean distance due to the disparities of size of zones (Appendix A (Table A1) ). This method was not used to calculate the road density. Euclidean distance was considered in the distance variables, and DEM generated from one-meter distance contour (INGT) was used in the calculation of elevation and slope. The neighborhood variables were calculated using the ArcGIS polygon neighbors tool, which creates a table with statistics based on polygon contiguity (coincident edges).
Industrial areas were erased before the calculation of changed built-up areas. The socioeconomic indicators, price of soil, and average number of floors used as candidate variables for the year 2015 are the same as for 2010. However, we used the zone average number of floors and soil price instead of patches of changed urban areas (Table 1) .
OLS Regression Requirements
A properly specified OLS regression can predict the variability in the dependent variable [47] since it meets all of the following requirements: (i) coefficients for model explanatory variables, which are statistically significant and have the expected sign; (ii) explanatory variables free of multicollinearity; (iii) model not biased (heteroscedasticity); (iv) residuals normally distributed; (v) no missing key explanatory variables; (vi) residuals free of spatial autocorrelation; and (vii) enough adjusted R-Squared to explain the variability of the dependent variable [48] [49] [50] [51] . The exploratory regression tool (ArcGIS 10.1 (Esri, Redlands, CA, USA) helped us to find a good OLS model by attempting every possible combination for a set of explanatory variables; we selected the one that met all of the requirements of the OLS method and, notably, had a high-adjusted R 2 [52] . Figure 4 shows the borders of urban areas (UA) in the city of Praia in the years 1969, 1993, 2003, 2010 , and 2015. The total urban areas for the five respective times were estimated at 97, 232, 760, 913, and 1028 ha ( Table 2) . Analysis of the annual rate of change between the four study periods (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010, and 2010-2015) showed that the area expanded by 12.7% (12.3 ha/year), 9.4% (36.8 ha/year), 2.9% (21.8 ha/year), and 2.5% (22.9 ha/year) respectively, with an average rate of 20.9% (20.2 ha/year) for the whole study period, from 1969 to 2015 (Table 2) . Table 2 . Dynamic of urban expansion in the city of Praia (1969, 1993, 2003, 2010 and 2015 In parallel we registered, for the annual rate of change in population of Praia city for the corresponding five respective periods, an increase of 8.6% (1974 people/year), 4.7% (3275 people/year), 2.9% (3075 people/year), and 3% (3773 people/year) ( Table 2) , with an average rate of 11.3% (2620 people/year) for the whole study period. Therefore, we noted a small decrease in inhabitants per year for 2003-2010 and a slight increase for 2010-2015, the same as in urban areas. The rate of change in urban areas from 1969 until 2003 was much higher than the rate of change in population. After this time, the opposite was noted (Table 2, Figure 5b) . Table 3 shows that LCR generally increased from 42. In parallel we registered, for the annual rate of change in population of Praia city for the corresponding five respective periods, an increase of 8.6% (1974 people/year), 4.7% (3275 people/year), 2.9% (3075 people/year), and 3% (3773 people/year) ( Table 2) , with an average rate of 11.3% (2620 people/year) for the whole study period. Therefore, we noted a small decrease in inhabitants per year for 2003-2010 and a slight increase for 2010-2015, the same as in urban areas. The rate of change in urban areas from 1969 until 2003 was much higher than the rate of change in population. After this time, the opposite was noted (Table 2, Figure 5b ). Figure 5a shows that total population and urban area have a robust linear relationship with time in the study area (R 2 = 0.98, α < 0.05). Using the equation plotted in Figure 5a , we predicted that the size of urban areas will be 1462 ha by 2025.
Results
Assessment of Urban Expansion
At zonal levels, the scenario varies across the period of study. For instance, older zones tended to be higher in density than recent zones, although some had a decline in population during that time. Zones like Platô (the historic center) are not a part of this trend, because it is a commercial and service zone. In 2015, Platô had only 19.9% of the 1969 population, a loss of about 3490 residents. Moreover, lower UD and higher LCR ( Figure 6 ) occur due to a concentration of infrastructure that does not require housing (e.g., sports facilities, government institutions, commercial and industrial spaces with warehouses, military barracks). A higher UD during the period of analysis was observed for the years 1969 (Platô, Fazenda, Lém Ferreira, Achadinha, Achada Santo António, Paiol, and Tira Chapéu) and 1993 (Achada Grande Trás, Achada São Filipe, Achada Mato, Achadinha, Paiol, and Tira Chapéu).
Montagarro, Calabaceira, and Lém Cachorro have always shown an increase in UD from 1969 to 2015, unlike Platô, Cova Minhoto-Achada Furada, Ribeira São Filipe, Água Funda, and Achada Grande Trás, which have always decreased. Most of the remaining zones have shown a decline in UD.
Even though the population is strongly correlated with urban areas (Figure 5a ), this relationship is not necessarily reflected for all zones in the study area. Therefore, further analysis should be done to verify that in fact the change in built-up area occurs in zones where the population has increased. Thus, in order to understand this phenomenon, we applied regression analysis, using said explanatory variables (Table 1 ). 
Driving Forces of Urban Expansion in the Study Area
The population, age of zones, road density, distance to industrial zones, socioeconomic indicators, distance to arterial roads, neighborhood land available, neighborhood socioeconomic indicators, and distance to center have a positive relationship with urban expansion in Praia from 1993 to 2015. However, the combination of driving forces varies over time. Table 4 shows how different factors have been driving urban expansion in different manners at different times. For instance, for 1993, only two variables, population and road density, explained 90% of variation in urban expansion; 81% was explained by population, distance from industrial zones, and road density in the year 2003; and 63% was explained by distance to arterial roads, road density, and extent of infrastructure in the year 2010. Meanwhile, distance to coast, road density, number of infrastructure, distance to urban perimeter, and industrial areas explained 65% of 
The population, age of zones, road density, distance to industrial zones, socioeconomic indicators, distance to arterial roads, neighborhood land available, neighborhood socioeconomic indicators, and distance to center have a positive relationship with urban expansion in Praia from 1993 to 2015. However, the combination of driving forces varies over time. Table 4 shows how different factors have been driving urban expansion in different manners at different times. For instance, for 1993, only two variables, population and road density, explained 90% of variation in urban expansion; 81% was explained by population, distance from industrial zones, and road density in the year 2003; and 63% was explained by distance to arterial roads, road density, and extent of infrastructure in the year 2010. Meanwhile, distance to coast, road density, number of infrastructure, distance to urban perimeter, and industrial areas explained 65% of variation in urban expansion for the year 2015. Such variables have preserved their positive effect on the expansion of urban areas over time (Appendix B). On the other hand, variables such as distance to the coast, slope, average number of floors, extent of infrastructure, industrial zones, and distance to the urban perimeter have shown a consistent negative relationship with urban expansion.
Variables such as distance to the university, soil price, neighborhood soil price, and neighborhood extent of infrastructure were a part of some model with no defensible relationship and with a weak R 2 (< 0.60). Elevation does not have a statistically significant relationship with urban expansion in our study area. Table 4 shows all the results of the selected OLS passing models for each year of analysis (1993, 2003, 2010, and 2015) and their interpretation. Passing models are those that satisfied all the OLS regression requirements, as previously discussed. The aim was to reconcile higher R 2 and explanatory variables with a defensible variable relationship with urban expansion for each period of analysis.
OLS Results Interpretation and Validation
Historic Driving Forces of Urban Expansion
For 1993, we verified a positive relationship between population and urban expansion. The results show that the denser the roads, the more built-up the areas. Other models with high adjusted R 2 were selected (Appendix B) in order to appreciate how the combination of other variables helps to explain the urban expansion process in the said period. For example, the association of slope, distance to the coast, and population explains about 75% of the variation in built-up growth. Both slope and distance to the coast interact negatively with urban expansion.
For the year 2003, the model with higher adjusted R 2 (0.81) contains, apart from population and road density variables, the distance from industrial zones. The population and road density variables kept their relationship with urban expansion. The distance from industrial zones variables coefficient suggested that urban expansion tends to occur further from industrial areas. Other groups of models that report satisfactory adjusted R 2 (> 0.70) with a certain explanatory power and defensible relationship are shown in Appendix B. For example, model C2 suggests that an increase in socioeconomic indicators positively impacts urban expansion, when associated with the population, distance from industrial zones and mean slope variables. In all four models (i.e., C1, C2, C3, and C4), population kept its positive relationship with urban expansion. In model C3, the age of the zone also reported a positive relationship, when associated with population, distance from industrial zones, and slope-the same as model C4.
For 2010, 63% of the variability in urban expansion may be explained by only three variables ( Table 4 ). The population is not statistically significant, although we expected the contrary. Another model with a lower R 2 (Appendix B, Table A2 (D2)) shows that, besides the distance to arterial roads, road density, and neighborhood land available, the number of floors and neighborhood socioeconomic indicators influenced the trend of urban expansion in the city of Praia. Among these variables, only number of floors has a negative relationship with urban expansion. These facts will be clarified in the discussion section. For the subsequent period, 2010-2015, the distance to the coast and road density kept their positive relationship with urban expansion. By contrast, the extent of infrastructure kept its negative relationship with urban expansion, as expected (Table 4E ), e.g., Água Funda, Monte Vermelho, and Terra Branca. The last three variables associated with industrial areas (dummy variables) and distance to urban perimeter together explain about 65% of the urban expansion of the city of Praia. This is similar to the second chosen model, which shows another combination of explanatory variables, with distance to center instead of extent of infrastructure. We noticed that from 1993 to 2015, all the statistically significant explanatory variables have kept their relationship with urban expansion over time, suggesting some consistency.
Discussion
Urban Expansion and Comparison with Other Studies
Rapid urban expansion in the city of Praia started in 1975 after the national independence. With a succession of years of drought and the emergence of industrial clusters, people eventually moved from rural areas and other islands to the capital city [46] . Therefore, the majority of urban expansion in the study period 1969-1993 was concentrated during the interval 1975-1993. For the year 1969, the higher UD (238 people/ha) compared to the subsequent periods may justify the lower annual expansion of urban areas (12.3 ha/year) and the compact growth (Figure 3) . Although we registered a decrease in UD from 1969 to 1993, the annual decrease is less than in the period 1993 to 2003 (approx. 2 people/ha vs. approx. 4 people/ha). From 1993 to 2003, this decrease in UD represents an unnecessary increase of urban area to accommodate 1472 new people, which can explain the higher urban expansion in that period. However, the absence of jobs data is a weakness of this metric.
The approval of the first law for the policy on territorial management and urbanism in 1993 (LBOTPU-Lei no. 85/IV/93) and the extensive revision of the law of soil in 2007 (DLeg. no. 2/2007) have changed the regulation and control of land use, e.g., the obligation to develop urban plans for municipality councils. In the city of Praia, the development of such plans was more significant after the year 2000, which may be associated with the decline in urban expansion from 2003 to 2015. In addition, the impact of the multi-family buildings project "Casa para todos-Housing for Everybody" started in 2010, which led to the construction of 2100 dwellings to reduce the housing deficit and pressure on the land [13] .
The built-up area of Praia city increased 10-fold from 1969 to 2015, while the population increased 6-fold, indicating an increase in soil consumption. Angel et al. [22] have found the same trend in 120 cities, while Gao et al. [53] observed it in 438 small Chinese cities. The annual decrease rate in UD in the city of Praia is 0.9% versus the 1.7% reported by Angel.
Praia recorded rapid horizontal expansion. The 97 ha of built-up area in 1969 grew to 1028 ha in 2015 at an average growth rate of about 21% (20 ha/year). Literature on the urban expansion rate at the scale of this study is scant as most previous studies focused on larger cities [6] . However, Haregeweyn et al. [16] reported an annual growth rate of urban areas of 31% (88 ha/year) in Bahir Dar city, Ethiopia, for the period 1957-2009, while Gao et al. [53] reported a 10.8% growth rate in China during the period 1990-2010. Cape Verde, a small territory (4033 km 2 ) compared to the said countries, recorded only 10% of arable land. The total urban areas of Praia in 2015 represent 11.2% of the total urban built-up area in Cape Verde (9178 ha), the latter of which was projected by Angel [5] , and approximately 1% of the Santiago Island surface.
Historical Driving Forces and Comparison with Other Studies
Although the driving forces did not necessarily constantly influence urban expansion for all four periods of analysis (Table 4 and Appendix B), their effect on urban expansion was maintained over time.
Previous studies have shown population growth as a primary driving force of urban expansion [54, 55] . However, our findings show that population growth did not always influence urban expansion in Praia city. The population strongly influenced urban expansion in Praia city only until 2003. Nevertheless, this relationship became weaker after that period (not statistically significant). This means that, even though the urban areas of Praia grew linearly with population (Figure 5a ), such growth did not occur in the zones where we verified population growth. This fact may be associated with the desire for second homes [23] : by constructing a new house and keeping the permanent residence in the habitual zones is quite common in Praia. For example, in Cova Minhoto-Achada Furada (ID = 10 on the map), even though we registered a faster urban expansion (Figure 7) , we registered lower UD, similar to Palmarejo (ID = 3). This means that, even though the urban areas of Praia grew linearly with population (Figure 5a ), such growth did not occur in the zones where we verified population growth. This fact may be associated with the desire for second homes [23] : by constructing a new house and keeping the permanent residence in the habitual zones is quite common in Praia. For example, in Cova Minhoto-Achada Furada (ID = 10 on the map), even though we registered a faster urban expansion (Figure 7) , we registered lower UD, similar to Palmarejo (ID = 3). Percentage of change in the built-up area in each zone relative to the total change of built-up area in the city of Praia in time i in four periods (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010 and 2010-2015) .
From 1993 to 2003, zones further from industrial areas have registered more urban expansion than those close to them, and zones with industrial areas tend to have less urban expansion. Although this appears contradictory to previous studies [54, 56] , it may be related to locations of mostly industrial areas between zones with consolidated urban areas (e.g., Praia Negra) and zones located far from public easements (e.g., Zona Aeroporto, Achada Grande Trás, and Achada Grande Frente), which negatively affect urban expansion. Such zones are also located in urban periphery with relatively weak public transport. On the other hand, large portions of land in such zones have been reserved by the government for future port and airport expansion [13] . As mentioned previously, industrial built-up areas were removed as part of urban areas (dependent variable) in order to approximate our understanding of residential behavior. Percentage of change in the built-up area in each zone relative to the total change of built-up area in the city of Praia in time i in four periods (1969-1993, 1993-2003, 2003-2010 and 2010-2015) .
From 1993 to 2003, zones further from industrial areas have registered more urban expansion than those close to them, and zones with industrial areas tend to have less urban expansion. Although this appears contradictory to previous studies [54, 56] , it may be related to locations of mostly industrial areas between zones with consolidated urban areas (e.g., Praia Negra) and zones located far from public easements (e.g., Zona Aeroporto, Achada Grande Trás, and Achada Grande Frente), which negatively affect urban expansion. Such zones are also located in urban periphery with relatively weak public transport. On the other hand, large portions of land in such zones have been reserved by the government for future port and airport expansion [13] . As mentioned previously, industrial built-up areas were removed as part of urban areas (dependent variable) in order to approximate our understanding of residential behavior.
Our findings show that, for the period 2003-2010, zones with less infrastructure and further from arterial roads registered more expansion. This fact is contradictory to Pravitasari et al. [56] but, in the present study area, this was expected because a large part of the urban expansion in Praia occurs in peripheral zones (Figure 7 ). This is because Praia was dominated by edge-expansion growth (Figure 4 ) in the said period, but also because zones closer to the arterial roads were already consolidated. These zones have a prevalence of poverty and scarcity of basic infrastructure and weak land-use controls (e.g., Água Funda, Achada Mato, Terra Branca, and Varzea) [36] . Additionally, even Cova Minhoto-Achada Furada, which is a prime zone, lacks infrastructure. The majority of Praia urban plans were more interested in producing lots of land, without ensuring the availability of basic infrastructure [13] .
The higher socioeconomic indicators in the surroundings positively influence urban expansion in Praia. This means that people tend to live closer to areas that offer more opportunities for employment, urban infrastructure, and accessibility. We also observed, similar to previous studies [23] , that neighborhood land availability has influenced urban expansion, showing a people's preference for living in open spaces in Praia.
Our results suggest that the fewer floors there are in buildings, the more urban expansion is recorded. This means that low-rise buildings promote more construction and consequently horizontal expansion. In fact, vertical construction of buildings allows for an improvement in the utilization of land, with more people living in the same space, thereby preserving open and natural spaces [57, 58] .
Sometimes due to the irregularity of topography and coast lines, some zones seem to be close to the center if we consider the Euclidian distance. However, such zones are merely peripheral zones and not really close if we consider the road network. Therefore, it is useful to include both variables, distance to the center and distance to the urban perimeter, to reduce the subjectivity of the center effect, since they do not present multicollinearity problems.
Few studies have been conducted regarding urban expansion in SIDS, although they have been experiencing rapid urban expansion in contrast to their limited arable soil [9] . This study fills these gaps and will also be of particular interest to those who aim to use vector data to delineate urban settlements. This technique can also be applied after high-resolution image classification in order to smooth the outputs. In addition, it can be a helpful instrument for policy-makers in the urban planning process.
Most studies have used accumulative built-up area as a dependent variable in the regression models for the exploration of their driving forces [11, 16] , which has often shown a strong correlation between urban area and population. However, we believe that urban area for some zones cannot be a result of population, especially where we registered a decrease in population. For example, Platô was totally consolidated in 1993 (Figure 4) , when it had approximately 1561 inhabitants. Therefore, it is not factual to relate such urban areas from the year 1993 with 867 inhabitants from the year 2015, assuming some relationship that does not exist. Therefore, our method allows us to better capture variations over time and better relate the built-up areas and population by considering both changes over the same period of time.
This study has its limitations. Although the technique used to obtain building footprints for the year 2015 is useful, specifically for urban scales where high spatial resolution images are a concern, it is still limited where urban areas have significant vegetation that may render it difficult to define the boundaries of the building footprints.
Conclusions
Based on the integration of multi-temporal data into the consistent vector dataset, we observed a rapid urban expansion in Praia during the period 1969-2015. The urban land increased by 960%, from 97 ha to 1028 ha. The majority of Praia's built-up areas (62.8%) have emerged in the last 22 After this period until 2015, the density of roads and distance to center had a positive effect on urban expansion. The distance to the coast, infrastructure, industrial zone, and distance from urban perimeter have also influenced urban expansion, but with a negative relationship.
Planners and policy-makers should consider the increase in land consumption in their urban plans, by qualifying the spaces for future urban expansion, promoting vertical construction, coverage for infrastructure, and improvement of accessibility in the periphery while improving the quality of life of the inhabitants. This study can provide useful data that will contribute to decision makers' understanding of urban expansion and predictions of land area for future planning. Average price of soil A shapefile that includes the delimitation of price of soil in the city of Praia, was intersected with the administrative zonal boundaries to calculate the average price of soil for each zone using the right formula: Where, ASP is the average of price of soil in zone i; SP 1 is the soil price in the zone i; ASP 1 is the area occupied by the soil price i; AZ is the area of the zone (or changed urban area) where ASP 1 is located. Table A1 . Cont.
Variables Description
Avg. number of floors
The number of floors shapefile were intersected with the administrative zones of Praia (2015) or patches grown for the year 2010 and then we summarized the average number of floors for each zone using ArcGIS.
Number of infrastructure
The number of infrastructure was obtained by georeferencing and digitizing the map of infrastructure (CMP, 2014).
Land available
For the calculation of land available for future urban expansion, we excluded the areas considered as not feasible for the construction of buildings. Such areas include geophysical limitations: mountains, water streams, slope steeper than 45 • .
Road density
The roads were classified as arterial roads, main roads, and secondary roads. Arterial roads are the highways. Main roads include arterial roads and all the roads that give access to each zone in particular.
Secondary roads are roads that allow the circulation inside each zone. So, the density of roads for each zone was calculated by area weighted by type of roads (70% for main roads and 30% for secondary roads). Where, Drd is road density index, AMrd is the area (m 2 ) of the main roads in zone i, ASrd is the area (m 2 ) of secondary roads in the zone i and AZ is the size of zone. 
Appendix B. OLS Model Results
